
Additional comments and notes from Bill Blackledge about his Grasshopper Sparrow Project 
 
My effort was cut short this summer following an auto accident in which I tore some tendons in my right shoulder 
preventing me from lifting anything resembling a camera! There were two shots I was still hoping to capture and will 
try for next year. The first is a close-up wide-angle shot with a maximum depth of field showing the sparrow with a 
freshly capture insect (preferably a grasshopper) surrounded by it’s grassland environment. The challenge I 
anticipate with creating this shot will be figuring out to place the camera and lens very close to where I want the bird 
to perch without it deciding my camera makes a better place to land. 
 
The second, and more challenging, shot I hope to capture is actually capturing a Grasshopper Sparrow in flight from 
multiple angles simultaneously. To do this I’ll set up multiple cameras all focused on the exact same point in space 
and triggered simultaneously by the SABRE. This sounds pretty straightforward but in practice is really quite 
challenging. 
 
For anyone interested here is the equipment I used during the project. I should note that I was shooting several days 
a week for about a month. Over that time I often changed the positions of cameras, flashes, and the SABRE.  I also 
occasionally changed camera and lens combinations. 
 
Cameras:  
      Nikon D-5 
      Nikon D-4 
      Nikon D-850 
 
Lenses:  
       Nikon 500mm 1:5.6E PF ED 
       Nikon 300mm 1:2.8 D II 
       Nikon 80-200mm 1:2.8 D 
 
Tripods: 
       Gitzo Carbon Fiber Tripod (this one is so old I have lost the model #) 
       Really Right Stuff (RRS) Tripod Model TVC-33 (3X) 
 
Tripod Heads: 
        Wimberley Gimbal Head 
        Kirk Enterprise BH-3 Ballhead 
 
On-Camera Flash: Nikon SB-800 
 
Off-Camera Flash: Nikon SB-600 (x2) 
 
Off-camera Flash Controller: Nikon Wireless Speedlight Commander SU-800 
 
Light Stands: Avenger Mini Kit Stand (Black) Model A615B (x2) 
 
Wireless Radio Frequency Camera Trigger: PocketWizard MultiMAX (x2) 
 
Camera Laser Trigger: SABRE by Cognisys 
 
Camera to iPad Wi-Fi Connectivity: CamRanger 
 
Bluetooth Speakers: The ones I used are from Brookstone. 
 
 


