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Dear MRBO Members and Friends,

We are delighted to unveil the wonderful entries we received in our recent bird
photography contest, Hope is the Thing With Feathers. Many of you will remember that
our first contest in 2016 was titled Images of Hope. We wanted to stay with the hope
theme because we feel that birds are superb ambassadors for optimism and goodwill.
A glimpse of a wild bird can lift you up when you’re feeling down, and birds are often
the “gateway” through which people begin their journey into love and concern for the
natural world.

This year we had 38 photographers submit 103 photographs. We were so pleased
to have 13 photographers from last year along with 25 new entrants! Thanks to the
entry fees, the contest raised $2,369.52 in support of MRBO’s on-going education
programs.

All of the judges said that the scoring process was difficult due to the quality of

the photographs and the wide variation in photo descriptions. This year we had a
number of photographers provide descriptions that represented very well thought-out
connections between their photo and bird conservation. Next year we are planning

to have the conservation relevance be an even bigger part of the judging, since
conservation is the ultimate objective in all we do! We will be sharing all of these
excellent photographs in publications, presentation and social media for the purpose
of increasing appreciation for Missouri’s avian diversity.

We are very grateful to all of the photographers for their important contributions
to our education program and our mission to conserve Missouri’s birds and their
habitats.

Sincerely,

Dana, Ethan & Paige




Hope Lo e Ting With Featliens

Clockwise from top left:

1st Place: Henslow’s Sparrow by Bill Blackledge

Henslow’s Sparrow singing on the prairies of Dunn Ranch. These
beautiful sparrows are an indicator species of the few remaining tallgrass
prairies in Missouri.

2nd Place: I Was Just Leaving by George Allbright

3rd Place: Connection by Jacob Walter (age 12)

I camped out in the from yard for weeks watching a young
hummingbird family. Just after this chick left the nest, I got to see the
mom feeding the chick. This photo shows amazing events in my own
yard.

Director’s Choice: Northern Rough-winged Swallow Call
by Chris Valentine

Youth: Mallard Feathers by Chelsea Mostellar (age 13)







ight: Chipping Sparrow in Song
by Paul Moffett

Below left: Fall Migrant Palm Warbler
by David Seidensticker.

As members of a group of species referred
to as neotropical migrants, palm warblers
pass through Missouri each year on their
journey between their Caribbean winter
home and their Canadian nesting areas.
Though not a species of greatest concern
they are subject to the same pressures of
vanishing habitat as other North American
songbirds, and Riverlands Migratory Bird
Sanctuary provides an island of habitat in
which they can find refuge and resources to
continue their semi-annual trip.

Above right: Pair of House Finches by Betsy Garrett.
Below left: Great Blue Heron in Flight by Paul Moffett. Below right: Immature Cooper’s Hawk by Suzanne Wright.










Below left: It's Cold. Not Mad About It. by Lisa Hostetter Below right: High and Mtghty by Ryan Steffens.

Below left: Painted Bunting by Betsy Garrett Below right: Grubby by Rhyan Brooks.










by Carol Weston
Right: Sparrow Spy

Middle Left: Lovebirds

I took numerous photos of this pair, building, repairing,
flying their sticks in, then this one photo where it looks like
their beaks are touching. To me, personally, nothing says
conservation quite like ourBald Eagles. It’s been a success
story but we need to continue to be vigilant because there are
forces at work in DC that are tearing down these protections
that the Bald Eagles have enjoyed for many years, that have
aided their successful comeback. I never get tired of seeing
Bald Eagles or photographing them. I have photographed
this pair and their offspring for several years now and have
thousands of photos. They represent Conservation Success.

Middle Right: Snack Time
Bottom Left: Lookout

Bottom Right: Talking to the Kids
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by Tom Tucker
Top Left: A Gorgeous Redhead on the Trail

Top Right: Next Time I Won’t Get So Close to
the House Painter

Left: May All Your Christmases Be Bright

Below Left: Bittern Not See Me

Refuges along the Missouri River Flyway provide
not only rest areas but overwintering habitat for
beautiful species.

Below Right: The First Glimpse of Spring




























Hope is the thing with feathers
- L -
That perches in the soul,
; And sings the tune without the words,
-

And never stops at all,

And sweetest in the gale is heard,
8
And sore must be the storm
That could abash the little bird

That kept so many warm.

Tve heard it in the chillest land,
! And on the strangest sea;
I L
_' Yet, never, in extremity,

It asked a crumb of me.

SEmily Dickinson, 1830-1886
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Sherry Leonardo Grandview MO
( ! z! z " { ; 198 Chris Waters Kansas City MO
* Susan Hazelwood Columbia MO
David Stonner, Photographer, Missouri Department of Conservation Bruce Satterlee & Mandy Dorrance Arrow Rock MO
Noppadol Paothong, Photographer, Missouri Department of Conservation The Gearin Family St. Louis MO
Karen Avery Miller, Artist, The Little Studio & Gallery Kate Corwin Kansas City MO
Steve Garr, Conservationist, Birds-1-View and Missouri Bluebird Society Karen 0’Donnell, in honor of Jim & Patty Hamilton
Tim Hickok, Conservationist, Flint Hills Falcons Timothy Donze St. Louis MO
Karen & Terry Stair Lee’s Summit MO
Donnie & Kim Nichols Warsaw MO
Contest W.‘ Rad Widmer St. Louis MO
Kathy Digges Columbia MO
Marge Lumpe Cole Camp MO
Dianne Van Dien Raytown MO
Janetta Smith Clinton MO
Warren & Denise Loveland La Crosse WI
Dess Caylor Trust Kansas City MO

Woobp & HusTtoN BANK

. . Steve & Regina Garr
Personal Banking Since 1874

Carol Davit

Jefferson City MO
Jefferson City MO






