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Dickcissel in the
Morning
“Dickcissel (Spiza
americana) is a bird
of the grasslands.
On its summer
grounds in North
America it faces
threats from habitat
loss and disturbance
of nesting cover
(mowing and baling
of hay) during the
breeding season. A
neotropical migrant,
it faces threats from
both habitat loss and
deliberate poisoning
on its wintering
grounds where its
diet is primarily
seeds.”
-by Russell Kinerson

Happy Holidays! We are pleased to present this holiday issue of The
Rectrix, which is focused on MRBO’s recent Images of Hope: The Birds of Missouri
contest and event. The Images of Hope began with a photography contest
open from late summer until November. Contest rules were simple:
photographs had to be of a wild, native bird and had to be taken in
Missouri. Photographers were also asked to provide a description of
why each photograph was important to them personally and/or from a
conservation perspective. As you can see from the following pages,
every photograph we received was absolutely amazing.
While we did not
have space in this newsletter to include every photo’s description, we
have chosen many of our favorites.
The photo contest culminated in a fundraising dinner held in Kansas City
on November 11th. All of the proceeds of the Images of Hope dinner,
along with the photo contest entry fees, directly benefitted MRBO’s
education program. We are grateful for sponsorship by Feasts of Fancy
(the event venue), Stifel Financial (which supported the photography
contest prizes), auction item donations from several different
individuals and companies, and the support and hard work of many of
our Board Members. Because of these folks, the Images of Hope contest
and event raised enough funding to support a full-time educator for
approximately eight months in 2017. This will be the longest running
educator position we’ve been able to offer, and will allow MRBO to reach
many more people with the conservation message.
Just as important as the fundraising aspect is that the beautiful Images
of Hope photographs lived up to the name – they bring a message of hope
and inspiration to all that view them. We feel that in these times
of controversy, when it seems that no environmental news is ever good
news, here in Missouri there are still people who hold the natural
world in the highest esteem. We have looked at these photographs time
and time again over the past several weeks to remind ourselves that
there is still hope – as long as there are people who care about birds
and their conservation. The images remind us to return our own focus
to the natural world and to take time to re-energize by disconnecting
from the trials of the human realm. It is these beautiful birds, and
their counterparts amongst all other wildlife and flora, that give us
the energy to keep working for conservation. We hope that you find them
as deeply inspiring as we do and that you will continue be a friend to
wildlife and all our natural resources in the coming New Year.
With hope,
Dana Ripper & Ethan Duke

Photos from the Images of Hope Photography Contest

Left: Grand Prize, Dickcissel in the Morning by Russell Kinerson.
Above: Third Place, Snow Goose Blizzard by Kathy Carroll.

First Place, A Golden Moment of Hope
by Margy Terpstra
Every spring, I wait and wonder, will I see them? Will they come?
Warblers! Especially these striking beauties called Golden-winged.
Oh, they take my breath away. It is such a privilege to have them
grace my presence. This male worked his way down through the
canopy, onto perches near our Bubbler, then hopped in and bathed
vigorously. The bird stopped for amoment and looked my way. As I
looked back into the eyes of this bird, I thought of my favorite poem
by e.e. cummings:
“I thank You God for most this amazing day
for the leaping greenly spirits of trees
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything
which is natural which is infinite which is yes”

Two weeks later, The State of the Birds 2016 report was released. I
learned that the Golden-winged Warbler was given a species concern
score of 16 and may soon be listed as endangered. We keep working
here in our small sanctuary to provide native habitat and safe refuge
for these birds.

Above left: Second Place, Flight by Carol Weston. Above right: Youth Winner, Savannah Sparrow by Lake Burton High.

Below: People’s Choice Award, Dickcissel Love
a.k.a. Cloacal Kissin’ by Andrew Reago.

Above: After Dinner Break
by Donnie Nichols

I took this photo on Hi Lonesome Prairie in Benton
County, Missouri. That particular year rainfall and climate
conditions were ideal resulting in exceptional grasses
and forbs growth. This, in turn, caused an explosion of
the mice and vole populations, which resulted in great
numbers of Short-eared Owls on the prairie that winter.
Every time I look at this photo, it reminds me of how
interconnected our natural world is. You can’t change
one thing in nature without affecting something else.
It’s an example of the importance of our ecosystems. We
all die. The goal isn’t to live forever but to help protect
something that will.

Above left: Strange Visitors by Emily Burke.
Below left: Waiting for Mom by Marvin De Jong. Below right: Mirror Image by Tony Harris.
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Wood Duck Pair
by Mark Ramsey

We manage our farm just for wildlife,
mostly deer, turkey, quail, rabbit, and
other song birds. So when we get
waterfowl on our place I get excited. This
is on our pond we have back in the timber
just for wildlife. We have Wood Duck that
frequent it in the Spring. We have two
nesting boxes; so far they haven’t taken
to them but have nested on the creek that
runs through our 120 acres.

Above left: Rusty Blackbird in the City by Andrew Reago. Above right: Painted Bunting by Dug Threewitt.
Below left: Mount Up on Wings of Eagles by Susan Abbott. Below right: GBH With Fish by Ryan Wertz.
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Above left: Upland Sandpiper at Sunrise by Andrew Reago. Above right: Rose-breasted Grosbeak in Backyard Redbud by Tom Tucker.
Left: Spring Has Sprung
by Shirley Scrivner.

When I grew up we didn’t
see Bluebirds. I have joined
the Missouri Bluebird Society
where I have received
education on what is
necessary to help bring the
Bluebirds back. I now monitor
over 70 bluebird houses and
feel good that I have been a
part of that. It’s still exciting
every time I see one of these
beautiful bluebirds fly.
Right: Love is in the Air, also
by Shirley Scrivner.

Below left: Barred Owl on Barbed Wire by Chelsea Mosteller, age 12.
Right: Hawk on the Hunt by Ryan Steffens.

Above left: Scissor-Tailed Flycatcher by Cinderella Morph. Above right: A Canada Warbler Finds a Resting Place by Andrew Reago.
Call of the Eagle
by Doug Hardesty

When I was young, Bald Eagles were not very
common. It was the time of Rachel Carson’s book,
“Silent Spring.” Early in my career I worked for the
Missouri Department of Conservation on an eagle
hacking tower, imprinting young eagles to the
Missouri landscape. Our goal was that they would
come back to Missouri to nest, thus increasing
the population of eagles. In the summer of 2016, I
had the privilege of watching a pair of adult eagles
nesting close to my house. I spent many hours
observing and photographing these majestic birds
as they raised three healthy chicks through the
process of fledging the nest. It’s awesome to see
this nation’s symbol thriving again, therefore this
picture is special to me. “Call of the Eagle” is my
favorite memory from this summer which shows an
Eagle calling to its mate!
Left: Melody of a Grassland by Doug Hardesty.
Below right: Meadowlarks in Evening Light by Russell Kinerson.
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Above left: Flee! by Michael O’Keefe. Above right: Acrobatic Feeding by Paul Andre.

Hygiene
by Dianne Van Dien

While “gross” and “dirty” are adjectives
often used in reference to turkey vulture
behavior, these birds spend a significant
time grooming each morning before
they head out to forage. Long, planklike wings and primary feathers allow
vultures to soar many miles each day
in search of carrion, and while it is the
eating of carrion that people find gross,
the vulture’s act of eating dead things
helps keep the environment clean for the
rest of us.

Below left: Fighting or Love-making by Paul Moffett. Below right: May We Have Some? by Dianne Van Dien

Above, left to right: Looking for Dinner, Dinner’s Ready, Young Barred Owls Just Hanging Out by Shirley Scrivner.

Above left: Please, Anthing But Fish This Time! by Tony Harris. Above right: Spring Color by Steve Garr.
Below left: House Finch in Backyard Redbud by Tom Tucker. Below right: Hungry Eastern Bluebird by Amy Petersen.

Left: Close to Home
by Lee Walter
I photographed this
hummingbird in my suburban,
St. Louis yard. It symbolizes
my belief that we encounter
nature the moment we step
out the door. Too often man’s
exposure to the natural world
is portrayed in national parks
or the wilderness. Maybe we
would better safeguard the
environment if our relationship
was closer to home.

Right: White-crowned Sparrow
by Tom Tucker
This brings to mind the
importance of providing habitat
and feeding stations in suburban
areas for migrating birds. Also,
just the joy of seeing these
beautiful creatures visiting my
yard.

Above left: 4M7 by Mark Ramsey. Above right: Cedar Waxwing - Formal Attire by Steve Garr.
Below left: Midday Snack by Jacob Walter, age 11. Below right: Aerial Fishing by Dianne Van Dien.

Oops!
by Emily Burke

Park maintenance staff had plowed a parking lot earlier
in the day, creating ridges and piles of dry, powdery
snow. A bright, sunny day with fresh snow to reflect that
sun means fantastic lighting for fast photography. Using
my parked car as a photo blind (occasionally rolling the
windows up and starting the car for a moment to warm
up - the wind chill, even though it was quite calm, was
-25 that day), I watched all sorts of birds come and go
to forage in the snow at the base of a cedar tree. This
nuthatch apparently didn’t expect the snow to collapse
under its comparatively tiny weight. I hadn’t, either, and
it was only by chance that I hit the shutter release at just
the right moment to catch its little stumble. The bird
quickly righted itself, seeming to say, “I meant to do that!”,
before picking some tidbit out of the snow and flying away.
White-breasted Nuthatches are some of the most common
wild birds in Missouri, but they are one of my favorites.
They have so much personality, so much attitude. They are
such a joy to watch both in the woods and at a feeder, and,
seeing on my camera screen that I’d managed to capture
this moment made coming out into the bitter cold more
than worth the trip.

Above left: Vernal Kingfisher by Andrew Kinslow. Above right: The Majestic Bald Eagle by Kyle O’Bryan.
Below left: Survival of the Fittest by Mark Ramsey. Below right: Killdeer On the Shore of Lake Jacomo by Tom Tucker.

Upper Left: Henslow’s Sparrow at Mount Doom
by Andrew Reago

This is a photo of a Henslow’s Sparrow in a
particularly precarious and eerie situation that
tells a story that is deeply meaningful. Due to
the destruction of their habitat, the Henslow’s
Sparrows numbers are declining and they are
finding themselves breeding in some of the most
toxic places on the planet like what is known by
residents of St. Louis as Mount Doom (aka the
Weldon Spring Site), a part of a superfund site that
covers a large area of both the Weldon Springs CA
and the Busch CA.
Completed in 2001, the mountainous structure
known as Mount Doom, where waste from
surrounding areas is piled, covers 45 acres and
stores 1.5 million cubic yards of hazardous
material that is mostly nuclear waste from a
chemical plant that was once located there.

As part of the completion of Mount Doom, small
areas of native prairie were planted around the
base - and the Henslow’s Sparrows returned to
breed there. This has become one of the most
locally famous areas where new birdwatchers are
often directed to find them, like us, when we first
started bird-watching years ago. Old time birdwatchers still return each year to witness them,
despite the disturbing situation, like my wife and I.
Or maybe we return because of it.

Above: Black-throated Blue Warbler by Jerry Williams.

Right: Ozarks Voyager
by Andrew Kinslow

I do not have a SLR with
numerous lenses, and the
Blackpoll Warbler was the
first really nice bird photo I
have ever taken. I was birding
in May, 2013 and found an
intraspecific flock of warblers,
titmice, and chickadees. I
quietly sat in the understory
waiting for a good shot. This
Blackpoll spent just a tiny
period of time on my farm in
transit from the tropics to the
boreal forest and represents
for me the connectivity of our
planet - this bird knows the
ecology and cultures of the
tropics as well as the Missouri
Ozarks.

Perhaps, like us, others who love these birds
return like we did this year on an overcast day,
in the spirit best expressed by a quote from the
group called “Radical Joy for Hard Times”:

“Together we go to the wounded places to bear
witness to what has happened, share the stories of
our experience, discover beauty even in the midst
of wound and waste, and create Acts of Beauty
there.”

We share this photo in that spirit, as a response
to discovering beauty in a very wounded place, a
place that on one hand makes us want to grieve
and shriek like a banshee, yet a place where
beauty persists, where this Henslow’s Sparrow
still sings his ‘slick’ song, a place that reminds us
we can still fly while injured. We share this photo
also in the spirit of Martin Luther King’s important
statement: “Human salvation lies in the hands of
the creatively maladjusted.” He may have been
referring to creatively maladjusted humans, but I
like to think of him as referring to our salvation as
lying in the hands of all the creatively maladjusted
species, like this Henslow’s Sparrow.

Above: Three Egrets Strong
by Amy Petersen

Three Great Egrets standing tall in the marshes of Squaw Creek National
Wildlife Refuge in Mound City, Missouri. I am encouraged by the Great
Egret utilizing the generous wetlands provided which offers these three
and the millions of others amazing opportunities to replenish, rest, and
refresh for the next leg on their migratory path.

Above: Serenity by Dawn Loehr.

Above left: Just Hummingbird by Steve Garr. Above right: Welcome to Missouri by Shiann Piekarski.
Below left: Bluebird in Flight by Victoria Warren. Below right: Hop to It by Carol Weston.

Above: Fish Crow Says“Don’t Pollute!” by Paul Moffett

Above: Eastern Bluebird at Burroughs
Audubon Library by Tom Tucker

Above: Perched Pair
by Ryan Steffens

I treasure this photograph not only because it is our nation’s symbol, but
also because the Bald Eagle is a thrill to see anytime, whether they are
in flight or perched somewhere. While seeing one by itself is common, I
rarely am fortunate enough to get a pair of them in the same photo. It is
encouraging to know that I can see a Bald Eagle (or multiple eagles) on any
given day during certain months of the year since their status has changed
from endangered to least concern through careful conservation efforts.

Above: Singing on a Post by Doug Hardesty. Below left:
A Young Blackburnian Eyes a Spider by Andrew Reago.
Below right: Morning Swin by Shirley Scrivner

Life Finds a Way
by Hannah Smentkowski

In the middle of Independence, a beat up and tired town; there is an
oasis. An abandoned golf course that is teeming with wildlife. The once
manicured grass has become a tall field for mice and snakes to hide in, the
once trimmed trees have now become nesting areas for the birds, and the
once cleaned and chemically sterilized ponds have now become home to
many frog and bug species. But at the top of the pond food chain sits the
great blue heron. My favorite bird in the world, for its majestic beauty is
unmatched by any other. I have lived in Missouri for five years now and
this is one of the only herons I’ve seen and I’m troubled by this. The golf
course has been my best photography spot and I’ve watched this lone bird
grow the past couple years and thrive in this small wildlife area in the
middle of the city. An area that came on its own and has thrived alone, the
only preserving I’ve done is pick up a few pieces of trash. However, I see
this heron as a cry for help, the fact that he must attempt to survive in this
small abandoned course most likely means he’s running out of options for
sanctuary. I dread the day this heron and the hundreds of other species
that live in this small oasis get driven out by knowledgeable human
interaction. I hope one day we can conserve all areas like this one, the
small dwellings that are still home to hundreds of animals just looking for
a little piece of home in our crazy modern world.

Above left: Stealth by Amy Petersen. Above right: The Stand Off by Mark Ramsey.
Below left: Fledge Imminent by Michael O’Keefe. Below right: Family Time by Ryan Steffens.

Above left: A Prairie Warbler on the Hamburg Trail by Andrew Reago. Above right: Visions of Raptor by Marcia Abbott.
Winter Glow
by Tammy Simmons

No other bird can brighten a cold,
snowy, winter day better than a male
Northern Cardinal. I could sit and
stare at this image for hours! Perhaps
no other bird can better capture
the attention of people everywhere,
especially in the drab Winter months.
Those who don’t know birds will stop
and take notice of “that redbird”. Public
awareness of the living world around
us is key to conserving that world. This
bird is a champion of that cause.

Left: 1/8000th of a Second by George Albright.
Below: Black-crowned Night Heron Survives by Andrew Reago.
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Northern Saw-whet Owl Update
In 2016 MRBO moved its Northern Saw-whet Owl trapping station to
Arrow Rock. We did this for two reasons: first, because we now have an
office and a place to host visitors there and second, because a few nights’
worth of owl trapping in 2014 and 2015 showed that Arrow Rock could be
a productive location. This turned out to be a very good decision!

11 nights from October 30th - November 14th, we
captured and banded 51 Owls! We also hosted
131 visitors from all across Missouri - some from
Over

as far away as Joplin, St. Louis and Springfield. The visitors included 41
children under 16 years old. Everyone who joined us got to see Northern
Saw-whet Owls, because we caught at least one owl every night!

Steve Garr

Compare this with previous years’ results from around the state, mostly
concentrated in the Marshall area, where our nightly success rate was
under 50%. Our second-biggest year ever, with 43 owls in 2013, involved
more nets and 33 nights of attempted trapping.

Steve Garr

Upcoming Events

February 2nd in
Independence.
Banding
demonstration
at George Owens
Nature Park.
3 - 5 p.m.

January 14th and
February 11th, Blue
Springs. Banding
demonstrations at Burr
Oak Woods Nature Center
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

January 27th, KC.
The Mid-America
Organics Conference
(moaconference.org).
Presentation on the
effects of “conventional”
farming on our native
birds and other wildlife.

April 1st, Arrow Rock.
Presentation on the
land ethic and Missouri
connection of Aldo
Leopold. 10 a.m. at the
ARSHS Visitors Center.

January 7th, February
4th and March 4th,
Blue Springs. Banding
demonstrations at the
Burroughs Audubon
Nature Center & Bird
Sanctuary. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

February 18th, Springfield.
(weather date March 5th)
Banding demonstrations
at the Springfield
Conservation Nature
Center. 1 - 4 p.m..

January 12th, Jeff City.
Presentation on
Northern Saw-whet
Owls at the River
Bluffs Audubon Society
meeting held at Runge
Nature Center. 6 p.m.

January 20th, Jeff City.
Banding Demonstration
at the Birds-I-View Bird
Garden (birds-i-view.biz)

February 23rd, Osage Beach.
Workshops on the Greater
Prairie Chicken at Interface,
the annual conference for
Missouri teachers.
http://muconf.missouri.edu/
interface/

