Fiscal Year 2025 Report ’

1 August 2024 - 31 July 2025




To contribute to the conservation of birds and all wildlife through scientific research,
education, and conservation policy advocacy.

To gather information about wildlife communities
Science and habitat use that will assist state, federal, and
private natural resource managers.in their efforts to
implement conservation programs.

Education To provide opportunities for people of all ages to
learn about species and their habitats.

-

To advocate for sound, science-based conservation
Advocacy policies that benefit birds, other wildlife and
environmental quality.

Photo credits

Front cover: Among the Giants by Hal Moran
This page: Peaceful Reflection by David S. Carron
Throughout: Bird photos and their descriptions are from MRBO’s annual photo contest.






Its Just a Robin

by Terrell Stamps

It's just a robin — a cool,
kind of neat leucistic robin,
I'll admit. Specifically, an
American Robin, Turdus
migratorius. One of the
most widespread, common
birds in North America,
photographed by me
outside my front door on

a cool November day.
What do Robins have to do
with conservation? Robin
populations are increasing
in general; why worry about
them? Aren't critically
endangered species of more
concern? This is where you
would be wrong, this is

~ where the common (FOh,

it's just a..”) robin has many
lessons to teach us about
conservation. Some robins
migrate many thousands

of miles every year while
others remain within an
area of just a few miles their
entire lives. Why? Robin
numbers are increasing
because they are apparently
adaptable to the goings-on
of humans, though there
are pockets of declining

numbers across North
America. Why? Perhaps the
adaptability of robins can
be used as an early warning
sign of problems to come

— if robins can’t handle it,
what does that say about
the conservation of more
specialized, vulnerable
birds? Robins could be a
signal species for potential
issues that conservation
efforts need to address.
Local birds declining —
pesticides, herbicides,
cats? Migratory birds
declining — what does that
say about the flight paths,
the overwintering sites?
Robins have a lot to say
about conservation (not just
my opinion, see Audubon
Magazine, Fall 2020). There
is an old saying -"As goes
Rome, so goes the world” .
Perhaps a more apt phrase
for bird conservation should
be ” As goes the Robin, so
goes all of Aves”. Though,
of course, it's not some rare,
declining species in need

of immediate conservation
effort. It's just a robin.




Grassland Bird Survey Project
e 89 sites surveyed, including 38 private and
51 public properties

* 1,015 line-transects (227 miles) covered on
>54,000 acres in Missouri and Arkansas

e 33,395 birds detected
American Kestrel Project
o 26 kestrel nestboxes monitored on 20

private properties

e 7 of 8 active nests successful, producing a
total of 26 young
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Clockwise from top left:
The full-time seasonal 2025 Grassland Bird Survey crew

A screenshot of MRBO's data collection system from a
smartphone

American Kestrel nestlings about to be banded
Marlee Malmborg checking a kestrel nest
Henslow's Sparrow by Matt Longabaugh

Sunrise at Bilby Ranch Lake Conservation Area




Neighborhood LZ

by Tony Cook d
Imagine you are 5 years old and your bird experience is limited to your backyard and local park. Driving to a special “bird park”, your parents explain how people worked to

provide a home for birds with clean water; open airways; and fertile fields. Once there; you are surrounded by clouds of birds of all shapes; colors; and sizes; their calls and songs -
are all you can hear; your face is kissed by the wind of their wings. Consciously: you are in awe; subconsciously: the seeds of environmental awareness are planted...and take root...
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® Youth Education m Adult Education
Community Engagement  m Family Education
B Peer-to-Peer Advocacy W Peer-to-Peer Science

e 170 education events delivered
in 49 locations

® 412 hours of education program delivery

e 22 live webinars hosted; 1800 additional : .
watch-hours on YouTube Py - Vi

SN : Above: Three weeks of the Young
* 6,476 adults reached : ~ Explorers Camp in Arrow Rock - weeks

i : Teaal e d two f 8- 11, week th
¢ 3,114 youth reached, including 308 e 7 e 1 P Ll . one andtwolorages weekthree

o : : forages 11 - 14
students in immersive, multi-day programs
Middle: Kansas City Urban Rangers float

* Attendees and partners consistently trip for high school students

reported satisfaction with program content

Left: Kansas City birding and nature
walks for families




= wildlife; and what other weather changes could

\ Y —
Freezing Morning Fog and Red-
shouldered Hawk by Debby Fantz
Our southern Cooper County neighborhood
experienced freezing fog in January 2024; a
rare weather event for this area. Needle-like
ice crystal formations covered trees and other
vegetation creating a beautiful winter scene for
us and this Red-shouldered Hawk. The sight of
these impressive fog crystals caused me to think
about whether this unusual event was associated
with climate change or would harm our local

occur at our home within my lifetime. Human
activities are increasingly impacting Earth’s
climate at an alarming rate and | am bewildered
by those who deny those facts. We can all

help by supporting local; state; and national
representatives who promote climate change
initiatives to decrease negative impacts on and
increase protection of our environment. Human
activities also have changed and eliminated
habitats; severely impacting animals; plants;
and other organisms. People should engage in
conservation practices in their own backyards to
help their local birds and other wildlife by making
improvements that will increase foods; water;
and shelter/cover that they need to survive.




State level actions:
24 meetings with 16 State Senators
and Representatives
Four hearing testimonies in the
Missouri legislature
Two tesitimonies and two written
comments to the Missouri

Department of Natural Resources

Federal level actions:
12 meetings with US Congressional
offices, House and Senate
Agriculture Committee staffers, and
the USDA Chief of Staff
One hearing testimony
Three written comments to EPA,
Department of the Interior, and

Office of Personnel Management

Civic engagement:
Facilitated legislator visits for four
groups
Conducted five workshops and 10
action events for advocates
1240 adults attended 14 webinars

on conservation issues

Partnership work:
Conservation Federation of Missouri
Advocacy Action Team
Show-Me Less Plastic project
Collaborative Leadership for
Environmental Accountability &
Reform (CLEAR)

National Wildlife Federation -
various working groups

and many more!

Clockwise from top left:

Ethan Duke presenting at a Department
of Natural Resources public hearing

Plastic brand audit on the Missouri River

Dana Ripper presenting at the Missouri
Waste Control Coalition meeting

Conservation Federation of Missouri
resolution that inspired the CFM
Advocacy Action Team

Stream Teams United + MRBO hosting
the CFM Affiliates Luncheon

The Missouri Bird City Network was
launched to engage municipalities in bird
conservation

CFM Resolution #2025-6 428

DEFEND FEDERAL AGENCIES AND EMPLOYEES IN NATURAL RESOURCE CONSERVATION




Sue and Dan Kelly

Thank you, FY25 Donors and Grantors!

Our great appreciation goes out to all of the following individuals and organizations who provided financial support during the
period of 31 July 2024 to 1 August 2025.

Sarah and Kip Kendrick

Kimberly Kraus

Kathleen Anderson

Richard Anderson

Joe Arri

Scott Barnes

Kenneth and Jane Beal
Emily Beckett

David and Nancy Bedan
Mark Belwood

Diane Benedetti

James Berchek

Lisa Berger and Charley Burwick
John Besser

Joann Billington

Birds and Beans

Ann Earley and Bob Siemer

Kenneth Booth

Kathy Borgman

Boulevard Brewing Company
Jim and Cindy Brengarth
Matt Britt

Kayla Brown

Mandy Dorrance and
Bruce Satterlee

Burroughs Audubon Society
of Greater KC

Mike and Lottie Bushmann
Steven Byers

Jeff Cantrell

Kathy Cary

Athena Chelemengos
Cherry Street Cellar

Tina Cheung

Myra Christopher

Jane Church

Georgana Cochran
Margaret Conroy

Tony Cook

Pat and Charlie Cooper
Austin Cosner and Abby Perkins
Brittany Crossgrove

Mary Culler

Daniel Curran

Dean’s Beans

Bob Dearth

Kathy Digges

Dee Dokken

Meredith Donaldson

Jim Gast and Donna Brunet
Douglas and Barb Doughty
Bill and Carol Edson
Vernon and Judy Elsberry
Carol Elliot

Lee Elliott

Theresa and Mark Enderle
Dave and Janice Erickson
Bob Estes

Kimberly Faulhaber

Julie Fisher

Monica Fisher

Dr. Susan Flader

Foundation for Intelligent
Life on Earth

Lynette and Lynn Fowler
David Galat

Elizabeth Garrett

Linda Garza

Daniel Getman

Jerry and Linda Giger
Tammy Gillespie

Vayu Gokhale

Greater Ozarks Audubon Society
Mark and Shannon Gregory
Shelby Gregory

Lori Hagglund

Jack Hambene

Robert Hansen

Jeanette Hartshorn
Tanya and David Haubein
Linda Headrick-Setzer
Hannah Henze

Matthew Higdon

Robert Hopkins

Sarah Howard

Donna Huston

Leslie and Nick Huston

J. Huston Tavern

Steven Johnson

Stacie Laff

Lara Landrum

Keely Langdon

Lea Langdon

Nicole LaPlante

Greg Leonard

Sherry Leonardo

Jean Leonatti

Tracy Lewandowski

Allen Welch and Liz Manning
Susan Lordi Marker

Warren and Denise Loveland
Jim Low

Marge Lumpe

Marlee Malmborg

David Marker

John Markovitz

Krista Maurath

With special thanks
to MDC for the
agency’s long-term
support of MRBO
programs.



Alie Mayes and Katie Lemke

Jenny McDonald

Lisa Patton

Kristy Paul

Mitch Ross
and Cheryl Y. Marcum

Robin Rotman

Jessica Thompson

Thomas Tucker and
Tina Yochum-Magaz

Fiscal Year 2025 Financials

Bill McGuire Andrew Potter and
Chelsea Corkins Bill Rowe Christopher Tracy by
McLain's Bakery 2
Hilary Peck Christina Rowles Alanna Treu D
Annette McLane g
Brenda Peculis Jane Smith and Ryan Burson Dina van der Zalm )
Susan McQuilkin %
Jennifer Pederson Matthew Schamberger Dianne Van Dien
Veronica Mecko and Don Sheldon :OE
' Kitty Peer Steve Schnarr o
Bill and Jan Mees and Mel Cheney Barbara Van Vleck =
) Karin Pelton 5
Dana Micklos Deborah Scholes Valerie Vreeland ©n
) Bob and Pat Perry
Robert Middleton Cindy Schoolcraft Virginia Wallace
) Rhonda Perry m Unrestricted m Science
Karen Miller Monica Schroer Lee Walter .
Glenn Pickett m Education m Advocacy
Missouri Conservation Corps Eric Seaman Sherry Walton
L Morl Victor Poland
aura Morlan Sandra Slusher
Tessa Poolman ! Simzntflla EOOd
Wayne Morton o Thomas Solomon ander'n Acres
Ali Price St Weid
Mary Moss ) ) Melinda Sperandio acey Heidemann
) Marc and Diane Prigmore Allen Welch r><“
Lesli Moylan b Pul Springwater Greenhouse en vele O
Danielle Mull onna ruee & Landscaping Marilyn Whitney %_
Paul and Kim Ratcliffe ; S =
Arabian Steamboat Museum Karen and Terry Stair Timmie Wiant g
Brian Nelson Sarah and David Read Roger Still Rad Widmer 3

D Ri d Ethan Duk
Donnie and Kim Nichols anatipperan anuee Jason Swanson Hannah Williams

Grant and Linda Ripper Sharon Swanson

Michael O'Keefe Wood & Huston Bank

River Bluffs Audubon Society Stephen and Karen Taylor Terrie Woodsmall

Steve Olson and Linda Coffman = General Operations ® Science

Magali Rojas

Scott Guthrey Mark Zurbrick ® Education m Advocacy

The Leaning Side

William Olson

Luz Rooney
Patchwork Farms and

Missouri Rural Crisis Center
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Building My Nest Palace
by Stacie Laff

The relentless work of birds for
survival of their species never ceases
to amaze me. Many of them travel
so far making it through the barriers
of our light pollution and mazes of
treacherous windows to get to their
ever shrinking breeding ground.
When my eyes met with this female
oriole building her nest, my heart
filled with joy, excitement and the
deepest respect. Their dedication to
their young inspires me to do what |
can to give them a safer place.
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